probably more difficult than in any other branch of medicine to decide which facts can be omitted from a textbook and at which points discussion can be curtailed. The differing policies of selection that shape psychiatric textbooks account to a large extent for the varying measure of approval that they receive, dependent on the compatibility of the reader's ideas, interests or prejudices with the apparent views of the author.
Professor Linford Rees has to a considerable extent overcome this problem by successfully condensing a vast amount of useful information from many different but related fields into a book of reasonable size. He has considered various aspects of psychiatry, such as psychology, genetics, environmental factors, the classic mental disorders and, of course, psychosomatic disease; yet he has managed to avoid confusing his readers. When discussing therapy he has presented in a wellbalanced way what physical, psychotherapeutic, behaviour and social treatments have to offer. He has used a concise, pithy style, making simple statements which can easily be grasped by students who will not want a host of qualifying remarks when they first seek an understanding of psychiatry. All who read this book, students and doctors alike, will appreciate the soundness of the author's approach to his subject. JOHN OrielPress 1967 In recent years occupational medicine has become increasingly important and many new industrial illnesses have come to light. Not the least important of these is the lung damage and bone necrosis which can occur in compressed air workers employed in tunnelling under rivers and estuaries or working at sites in which compressed air is used to keep out water. Hitherto decompression sickness (of which these two conditions are features) has generally been regarded as a hazard of deep sea diving and confusion has arisen on occasions in attempts to apply diving principles to compressed air working.
This publication, which records the proceedings of a Symposium on the Decompression of Compressed Air Workers, includes papers by experts from many countries where these techniques are used and gives a series of alternative routines for decompression on completion of the workers' shift. Close agreement is reached and valuable recommendations for procedures are made. It is emphasized by the contributors that a great deal of further work is needed before final regulations for working practice can be formulated. At the conference experts from the diving field were also present and their own experiences make a valuable contribution. This publication is very timely and the skill with which it is edited will ensure its establishment as a major work of reference in industries where compressed air is increasingly being used. The clinical section is, on the whole, comprehensive and well written. This is especially true of the section on sex chromosomes and their aberrations in man, which occupies nearly a third of the volume.
The section on general cytogenetics is less well presented, being at times difficult to follow. For example, the chapter devoted to the study of human chromosomes is badly laid out and tends in places to become a 'catalogue' of techniques. Inexperienced readers would probably have difficulty in setting up cultures and obtaining chromosome preparations from the directions given.
On the whole, this work in probably of more value to the reader who is already fairly well versed in medical cytogenetics than to those with little or no knowledge of the field. However, both types of readers should find it a useful reference book.
DAVID MANTLE
A View of the Brain by J S Griffith pp79 15s Oxford: Clarendon Press, Oxford University Press 1967 There have been a number of attempts in recent years to construct mathematical models of cerebral action. Usually the neurone has been considered as an on/off switch with very schematic properties, and the model has leant heavily on computer theory. Although this book has been written by a professor of applied mathematics, it is not of this type. The author has obviously made a considerable study of neurophysiology and his neurones are given properties which, although somewhat simplified, are conceived in physiological terms. The logical consequences of these properties are then explored and compared with actual cerebral function. The argument is devel-
